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MONEY MATTERS:

A CHRISTIAN'$ ATTITUDE TOWARD$ MONEY

By Susan Liming

Jesus said, “Do not store up for your-
selves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy, and where thieves
break in and steal. But store up for your-
selves treasures in heaven, where moth
and rust do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21.

According to the Salt on the Net online
devotion written by Drew Crandall for
September 3, 1999, there will always be
“moths” in our world that eat away and
ruin our possessions, our time, and our
energy. Crandall says we can choose
to spend our money on things that will
never be eaten away or ruined — God’s
work. Put your money into something
that has eternal value.

Ron Blue, author of Master Your
Money, reminds us that the Christian’s
treasure is not on earth. “The
Christian’s perspective is eternal, the
attitude is one holding possessions
lightly, and the lifestyle is free from
worry and anxiety.”

A lifestyle free of worry and anxiety?
Let's be realistic! How do we achieve
that? To determine how God would
have us balance our priorities requires
the discipline of spending time with Him.
Matthew 6:33 admonishes us: “But first
seek His kingdom and His righteous-
ness, and all these things will be given
to you as well.” Do not worry about
what you will eat and drink and wear,
because God will provide what you
need.

Too often, we forget about the differ-
ence between need and want. The
secular world thrives on material goods
and we are bombarded with advertising
and marketing efforts that urge us to
buy more and more. Do we really need
a bigger house or newer car? Do we
always have to have the “latest and
greatest” and “the best™? Will “stuff’
make our lives richer and bring us
peace of mind?

According to Ron Blue, financial free-
dom and peace of mind can be ours
if we follow these three principles:

1. God owns it all.

2. Money is never an end to itself, but
is merely a resource used to accom-
plish other goals and obligations.

3. Spend less than you earn and do it
for a long time, and you will be
financially successful.

God Owns It All

Since God owns it all, He has the right
to whatever He wants whenever He
wants it. If we look at God'’s plan for the
world, we realize we do not own the
world, rather we are to be stewards of
His world. As stewards, we have
responsibilities to the Owner.

Ron Blue believes that accumulating
much or, giving away all your resources
are both extreme positions. God neither
condemns wealth nor commends
(Continued on page 2)



(Money Matters continued from page 1)

poverty. God entrusts His world to
us, and whatever He gives to us, we
should hold with an open hand, so
that God can give us more or take
whatever He wants. The important
thing to remember is that God owns
it all.

“I know what it is to be in
need, and | know what it is
to have plenty. | have
learned the secret of being
content in any and every
situation, whether well fed
or hungry, whether living in
plenty or in want. | can do
everything through Him
who gives me strength.”
Philippians 4:12-13.

No matter whether we have little or
much, God wants us to develop an
attitude of contentment.

The story of the feeding of 5,000
(Matthew 14:13-21) teaches two
important lessons. The first one is
that a small amount, if it is blessed
by God, is enough to meet all our
needs. The second lesson is that
God doesn't want us to waste
things. Jesus had His disciples pick
up twelve basketfuls of leftover
bread and fish. We need to
remember that even when God has
blessed us abundantly, we need to
be good stewards of our
possessions and not be careless
and wasteful.

Money is a Resource

As stewards, God wants us to use
our God-given resources for the
accomplishment of God-given
goals. Just as Jesus worked as a
carpenter to provide for his earthly
family, we also must provide for
our needs and the needs of
our families. Money itself =
is not evil. It's how
we use it that
matters.

Spending our money foolishly,
hoarding it, or investing it unwisely
does not honor God. In the parable
of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30),
God took away the talent from the
servant who did nothing with it.
God wants us to take action, and
invest and protect all that He has
given us, rather than doing
nothing.

God calls us to be servants to
others. In addition to our time and
talents, money is one of the most
significant resources that Christians
can use to serve others. Giving to
charitable organizations and
Christian ministries is important, but
we must learn to do so wisely.
Since God is the owner of all our
things, we need to consult Him
about when and where He wants us
to use His resources.

Less is More

Ron Blue says we've deluded
ourselves into thinking we need
more to be happy. Peace of mind
comes from knowing that we are

going about God’s plan for our lives.
Changing your job or career from
chasing after worldly dollars to
working at something that has eter-
nal significance can be challenging
to your finances, but it can be done.

Who Will You Serve?

Jesus said, “No servant can serve
two masters. Either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God
and money.” Luke 6:13.

God doesn’t want you to be a slave
to money. Rather, He wants you
to be a steward of His resources.
He cares about what you think
about money and how you spend
it. Maybe it's time to audit your
attitude and actions. Do vyou
believe God owns it all? Are you
spending more on your wants than
your needs? Open your checkbook.
Your treasure reveals where your
heart is. Are you investing in
eternity by the way you choose to
spend your money? Why do you
work in the job you do? Are you
fulfiled in your job or is it lacking
eternal significance? Is it time to
make a change?

What change(s) do you need to
make? Ask God to show you
Spend time with Him today. That's
the best investment you can make

Susan Liming, a former editor of The
CBWA Connection, lives with her hus-
band and two children in Scottsdale, AZ.
Article originally published October 1999 .

oovb %o

05 efl¢e
{ %0
®7a) © J¢

- e e

Come and join CBWA members in
Prescott on Friday April 28, 2006
and Saturday April 29" for a
slumber party. We’re planning a
fun mountain get away different than
ever before. No formal program,
just time to treasure friends, have
fun, support each other and share -

little things. Be on the lookout for | o) @
additional information coming soon! ’%"%
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An Eternal Perspective on Caregiving...

It Takes A Servant’'s Heart

Caregiving: What does that term mean
to you? What images come to mind? It
can take many forms and play itself out
in many ways. There is long-distance
caregiving, partially monitoring an indi-
vidual who is a resident of a care facility
(part-time_caregiving), or the most time
consuming and energy draining: living
with the caregiver on a full-time basis
(full-time caregiving).

According to Diana Bool, Social Worker
with Hospice of the Valley, who divides
caregiving into family and private
(hired), there are definite differences
between the two types:

When a family member is the primary
caregiver, there is a cycle that takes
place: The desire to care for the parent/
loved one, then there is a feeling of
resentment, next is guilt about that
feeling, and then back to the desire to
care for. When a family member such
as an adult child takes on the caregiving
role, the relationship between the
caregiver and the parent takes on a
different  dynamic, i.e. there is a role
reversal where the child becomes the
parent and vice versa. This can be
difficult since we naturally want to honor
our parents and yet have to make many
“parental-type” decisions as time goes
on. The resentment comes into play
when the caregiver feels that they are
doing all the work, are not able to care
for themselves properly and also may
not be able to resolve issues between
them and the parent for whom they are
caring. Another challenge to being a
full-time caregiver is that if the loved
one is suffering from a terminal iliness,
the caregiver cannot grieve the decline
because they are too busy with the
day-to-day care.

Diana goes on to say: When a private
caregiver is hired, or when an individual
goes into a care facility, this allows
family members to go on with their lives
and to visit when it is convenient for
them. The downsides of this are feeling
guilt because they are not caring for the
loved one and this may seem to them
as “giving up” which may cause them to
experience a sense of failure; also, as
more and more funds are expended for
the individual's care, there may be an
anxiety about this. However, in these
types of cases, it does mean that the
caregiver will probably be able to stay
healthier and also to reestablish a
family-type relationship, rather than a
caregiving one.

Some of those within our ministry, as
well as a friend of CBWA, who are
involved in caregiving have graciously
been willing to share some of their ex-
periences with us. Their words follow.

“My husband and | entered our 40’s with
a young child at home and a mother-in-
law who needed assistance. Yes, we
entered the sandwich generation —
slammed and often pinched between
different generations.

“We were busy instilling the command-
ment to ‘Honor your father and mother
(which is the first commandment with a
promise), that it may be well with you,
and that you may live long on the
earth.” (Eph. 6:2, 3 NASB) in our three-
year-old daughter, when my mother-in-
law began to need assistance in her
care.

“With a history of a very conflicted
relationship with my husband’s mother,
we questioned what God meant when
He said ‘honor your parents.” We were
asking our preschooler to honor us even
when we made mistakes along the way.
Were we, as adults, called to only honor
the good, righteous, upright, uplifting,
etc. mother or father who did not make
mistakes? As we sought God's
counsel, we were reminded that God
did not put a qualifier on that command-
ment. God reminded us of our sinful
nature and reminded us that He loves
us without condition. And we are called
to do the same, especially for our
parents. And from a member whose
parent was recently hospitalized:
“Caring for our parents is an experience
brought on by occurrences which gives
us a greater understanding of the
fragility of life.”

A friend of our ministry shares his com-
ments: “A few months ago while listen-
ing to Christian radio, | heard Leslie
Martin, Women’s Ministry Bible Teacher
at Calvary Community Church, make
the comment that ‘true Christianity is a
life that is laid down for another, a life
given for others.” Having cared for my
dementia-ridden mother for eleven
years now, including visiting her virtually
every night for the past four and a half
years, Leslie’'s words were a ‘hug from
the Lord’ for me. | also recently ran
across the verse in James 1:27 where
Jesus states that visiting widows and
orphans in their time of need is ‘pure
and undefiled religion.” It provided me
with another ‘hug from the Lord.’

By: Diane Larson Lippard and Ginny Hafer
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“In short, some of you (if not many
of you) will one day be faced with
the prospect of giving care to, or
providing for the care of, your
parents. In doing so, you will enjoy
the privilege and joy of laying down a
bit of your life (or even a lot of your
life) for another person. And who
better to lay it down for than a parent
who, when you were an infant and a
child, laid down his or her life for
you? It is part of the ebb and flow of
life — and it carries with it great inner
reward because, by doing so, you are

being obedient to the desires and will
of the Lord.

“l have been in the position of both part-
time and full-time caregiver and began
this role as pretty much uneducated
about the whole subject matter — and
it's certainly not something | aspired to
learn about. For me the journey has
been one of the most challenging times
of my life, including the death of one
parent, being hospitalized myself, a
sense of isolation, and the accompany-
ing variety of emotions. | have had to
learn about skilled nursing versus
private home placement, how to give
breathing treatments and other medical
necessities, the regular use of the VCR
to accommodate my parent’s schedule,
etc., etc. and — something | realized |
was not all that good at — PATIENCE —
I'm still in the learning process on that
one. Blessedly, God is merciful, loving
and gracious — all of which | can
definitely use. Also, as my dear mother
used to say: ‘Keep the corners of your
mouth turned up,” which goes along with
Diana’s counsel: ‘Keep a sense of
humor.” And prayer is a must!”

One of the most helpful resources we
have learned about is a book put out by
Focus on the Family entitled:
“Complete Guide to Caring for Aging
Loved Ones.” Much more could be said
on this subject. We are all learning;
“on-the-job experience,” | think they call
it. Every family is different and there is
no set plan or formula; every situation is
at least somewhat unique. It is our
hope that God can use this article in
your life if -- or more likely when -- you
come to this place in your family.

Compiled by and collaborated on by
Diane Larson Lippard and Ginny Hafer.
Contributors include: Diana Bool, Tami
Bryan, Mary Jane Farr, and Steve
Griffith.
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CBWA ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
IS SATURDAY

MARCH 25" from

7am to 1pm

Cleaning out your closets, cabinets,
garage or home? If so, we would love
contributions to our garage sale. Tax
deductible donated items can be
dropped off Wed — Friday, March 22 -
24" from 5pm-— 8pm at 3402 E. Camel-
back Road, Phoenix, AZ. Join us for a
Friday night Pizza party to help sort and
price items. Volunteers are also
needed for the garage sale Saturday
morning. We need your help and sup-
port for the best fundraiser of the year
for CBWA ministries. For more informa-
tion, call Nancy Tucker at 480-897-7211
or Deb McBride at 602-808-9008x24.
And don't forget to come and shop!

Please consider involving CBWA as
part of your financial ministry by
using the enclosed envelope. “They
gave as much as they were able, and
even beyond their ability ...”
2 Cor. 8:3

The CBWA Connectioris a bi-monthly newsletter published by the ChaistBusiness Women’s Association, a nonprofit oizgtion
based in metro Phoenix area, Arizona. Newsletkeas and comments, and editorial contributions aitiipg CBWA's statement of faith
are welcome. ThEBWA Connectiois an outreach of CBWA and donations are tax dglolec To help underwrite newsletter expenses,
a suggested donation of $25 would cover the anmoat of preparing and mailing each newsletter. tdediJoy Cervantes,
cervantes@mpmcpa.com; Copy Editor: Laura Carpeidewsletter Advisors: Diane Lippard and Laurie Fiaa Newsletter Layout:
Amber Miller; Printed on recycled paper by UnitedCBWA 24-hour Phone 480-948-CBWA (2292) www.cbwa-arg Email:
cbwa@qwest.net.
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