
“      tatistics show that 95% of all   
 Christians have not  lead anyone to 
 Christ.” -- There was a pause and    
a corporate sigh from the ladies attending 
May’s CBWA luncheon as Tina             
Franchimone, Director of Women’s          
Ministries at Grace Community Church,   
began to share about her  experience as a 
young businesswoman and the encounter 
God used to assist her in overcoming fear 
and   becoming a woman of confidence 
when it came to sharing her faith.  
 
“Three men in pinstriped suits, seeking to 
forge a partnership or buy-out, paid me a 
visit one day.” They were shocked and   
surprised to find a 21 year old as the owner 
and founder of a successful business. As 
they began to ask penetrating questions as 
to how this was possible, Tina sensed the 
struggle within her to give glory to God, the 
very One who had assisted and guided her 
in building her business. “With each      
question, I floundered. The battle within me 
intensified, but I gave no public glory to my 
God. That day I was broken, I was so 
ashamed of myself. To think that my Lord 
publicly  endured scorn, was tormented, spit 
on and despised, then died a horrific death 
in my place, yet I was ashamed to speak His 
name!”  It was through that encounter that 
Tina learned a significant lesson in regard to 
sharing her faith. The Ten Commandments 
exemplify the greatest commandment: to 
love God and to love others. “The first four 
direct us how to love God, the remaining 
direct us how to love others in light of loving 
God; when we break one of the first four, we 
will invariably break the remaining          
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Communication Update  

 
CBWA In The News 

 
Have You Met? 
Laura Carpenter 

 
Praying For You 

 
 

CBWA Luncheon Location 
North Phoenix Baptist Church 

5757 N. Central Avenue 
 

Lunch Price  
$18 with RSVP 

 $20 without RSVP 
Or $5 Program Only 

RSVP 
480-948-CBWA(2292) 

cbwa@qwest.net 
www.cbwa-az.org 

 
Program Information 

See the back cover 
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commandments. They 
are intrinsically tied 
together!” What Tina 
learned that day was that she had broken 
the 2nd commandment by revering the  
opinion of these men above the God she 
served. In turn, she then broke the 8th        
commandment by stealing from these men 
the opportunity to see and experience God 
in a dynamic and relevant way within the 
realm of business.  
 
“It was then I understood that I needed 
God to superimpose His heart upon mine, 
to expand my capacity to love Him more 
and to love others greater than myself.” 
Tina began to encourage the women with 
many Scripture references confirming that 
God has designated us to make an impact 
in this generation for His kingdom and that 
He has given us everything we need to 
accomplish the task. One of her favorite 
verses is Philemon 6; she shared the    
impact of that verse stating “We are to be     
vibrant, magnetic Christians who the lost 
are drawn to because we have a great  
estimation of our God! The problem is we 
don’t understand this connection between 
sharing our faith and being built up in our 
faith.         
 
Philemon 6 encourages us to share our 
faith for our growth. We know that Scripture 
teaches us that sin ultimately brings death, 
and the consequences of our sinful silence 
in regard to sharing the gospel will bring 
about a dead testimony and even a dead 
church.” 

(Continued on page 2) 



attender. “Church didn’t save you, 
Christ did!” 
 

Ask God to Increase Your Faith 
 

Be confident and expectant of God 
using you since you have already 
been g iven the min is t ry  o f              
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 3:4-6 and 
Chapter 5) 

 
Get in the Right Field 

 
Don’t be distracted and toil over those 
who have no desire for Christ, make 
sure you are tending a fertile field. 
After all, the Lord told us there wasn’t 
a problem with the harvest field; the 
problem was not enough workers! 
 

Know Your Role 
 

Be aware that God draws people to 
Himself (John 6:44) and that the Holy 
Spirit brings conviction (John 16:8-
11).  Our job is to be a godly example 

and to proclaim the gospel. We need 
not argue or try to convince; look 
where God is working and encourage 
those He is drawing to Himself. 
 

Increase Your Love Quotient  
 

Pray for God to give you His com  
passionate and loving heart toward 
those who have yet to know Christ. 
Then begin to act upon the ways that 
He directs you to extend love; look for 
ways to meet tangible needs within 
their lives, be a good listener, be   
authentic about your own challenges 
and share how Christ is strengthening 
you. 
  
 
 
 
Tina Franchimone, is the Director  
o f  W o m e n ’ s  M i n i s t r i e s  a t  
Grace Community Church in Mesa 
Arizona.  Tina can be reached at:  
tinafranchimone@gccaz.org. 

Tina shared many o ther l i fe             
experiences which gave practical    
examples of how to be effective in  
loving others to Christ. The women 
were inspired and many shared that 
they were   leaving with a greater faith 
in their calling to reach others within 
their sphere of influence. One woman 
stated that she would begin praying 
with people rather than just praying for 
people throughout the day; it is one 
way we can demonstrate to others our 
reliance upon a God who is present, 
available, and cares while extending 
love toward someone who needs a 
compassionate touch. 
 
Tina shared with the women how to:  
 

Identify Yourself as a Follower of 
Christ 

 
Be bold in identifying yourself as a  
follower of Christ rather than a church 

(The Great Invitation Continued from page 1) 
 

�
 
 
 
 
 
As the Board of Directors reviewed annual  expenses for printing and distribution of our newsletter, the  
decision was made to implement some changes and enhancements to our current communication procedures.  Not 
only will it make better use of our resources, but our hope is that it will provide more timely communication to the 
women of our ministry. 
 
We have already begun sending monthly postcard reminders of upcoming luncheon programs and/or special events. 
 
 
 The CBWA Connection newsletter will continue in its current format, but will now be on a quarterly     
 basis with a Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter issue.  The newsletter team plans to enhance the          
 contents by including member profiles, special interest items, and book reviews,  Of course, we will 
 continue to include helpful articles and announcements of upcoming programs and events. 
 
 
All individuals included on the CBWA mailing list are asked to contribute a minimum annual donation of $25 to help 
offset publication and mailing expenses.  If you have not yet sent a check for 2006, please do so to insure this feature 
of our ministry will continue. 
 
In order to keep our costs to a minimum and be assured that those who enjoy the newsletter continue to benefit from 
it, please update your address if necessary or let us know if you would like to be removed from the mailing list. 
 
We sincerely thank and truly appreciate the efforts of the women who contribute to this feature of our ministry and pray 
each of you is blessed by it. 
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Laura Carpenter 
 
Laura was born and raised in Northeastern 
Ohio.  She excelled as an Ohio State 
Buckeye and in 1988 she graduated Cum 
Laude with a B.S. in Pharmacy.  Soon  
afterward she married her husband of 16 
years, who is also a pharmacist.  Laura 
continued on at Ohio State and graduated 
with honors, earning her Juris Doctor in 
1997.  If that wasn’t impressive enough, 
she earned her JD distinction while she 
worked as a retail pharmacist in a large 
national pharmacy! 
 
Laura and her husband Brian moved to 
Phoenix in 1988.  She immediately began 
working for Quarles & Brady Streich Lang 
LLP practicing Health Care Law and is 
now a partner in the firm. One of the things 
she enjoys most about work is that every 
day is different, with its own new opportu-
nities. Her clients continually present new 
ideas and she feels privileged to aid in 
bringing those ideas to fruition. 
 
Laura is currently a member of the board 
of Waste Not, Inc, a nonprofit organization 
that collects and distributes over one    
million pounds of perishable food a year to 
schools, rehabilitation centers, halfway 
houses and homeless shelters.  She’s also 
a Board member of the American Society 
of Pharmacy Law, where she chairs the 
Sponsorship Committee. 
 
In her limited spare time, she has a wide 
range of interests.  She enjoys reading, 
hiking, crocheting and spending time alone 
with her husband.  She and Brian attend 
Cactus Christian Fellowship and her     
passion for ministry is spending time with 
elderly people, learning from their wisdom 
and maturity. 
 
Laura has been involved in CBWA for  
almost two years and currently serves on 
our core and newsletter teams.  Please be 
sure to say “hello” to Laura next time you 
see her! 
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Stephanie Farwig, one of our new Board members, was        
recently featured in an article in the Arizona Republic (April 19, 
2006) about the Phoenix Rescue Mission Golf Classic.   
Stephanie, who has taken on the very important responsibility of 
maintaining our CBWA database, is a former professional golfer 
who spent 16 years on the LPGA tour, so heading up this golf 
event to raise funds for a very deserving ministry was an        
obvious fit for her.  Congratulations, Stephanie. 
 
 
Janet Drez, our Email Prayer Team Coordinator, has taken on a 
new position.  As of June 11 she became the Women’s Ministry 
Director for Arizona Community Church.  May God continue to 
bless you, Janet, as you pour your life into the lives of other 
women. 
 
 
On a more personal note, our Board President, Deb McBride, 
recently became a step-grandmother.  Although we know she’s 
much too young to take on this role, she reports that it has 
brought great joy into the lives of her husband Barry and her-
self.  Congratulations, Deb, on the birth of sweet Bella. 
 
Please let us know of others who could be featured in this      
column by emailing us at cbwa@qwest.net.   

Praying For You 
 
For those of you who are not able to attend 
our bi-monthly luncheons, we still want you to 
feel you are a part of this ministry.  One way 
to do that is to share your prayer requests and 
praises with us. It’s easy to do:  just send 
them to cbwa@qwest.net and they will be   
directed to Janet Drez, our Email Prayer 
Team Coordinator. 
 



�����������	��
���
�

 

The CBWA Connection is a quarterly newsletter published by the Christian Business Women’s Association, a nonprofit organization based 
in metro Phoenix area, Arizona.  Newsletter ideas and comments supporting CBWA’s statement of faith are welcome.  The CBWA    
Connection is an outreach of CBWA and donations are tax deductible.  To help underwrite newsletter expenses, a suggested donation of 
$25 would cover the annual cost of preparing and mailing each newsletter.  Newsletter Team; Editor: Ginny Hafer, wichitagirl1@cox.net; 
Maia Arneson, Tami Bryan, Laura Carpenter, Jennifer Ellis and Diane Larson Lippard; Board Liaison: Laurie Ficarra; Newsletter Layout: 
Amber Miller; Printed on recycled paper by United.   CBWA 24-hour Phone 480-948-CBWA (2292)  www.cbwa-az.org  Email: 
cbwa@qwest.net. 
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    CHRISTIAN 
BUSINESS WOMEN’S 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

P.O. Box 36922  Phoenix, Arizona  85067-6922 
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