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Jonah: Disobedience Among the Ranks
By Dr. Paul Wegner, edited by Kristen Wehrli

Have you ever attended an event with
a child who did not want to be
there? It can dampen the entire

experience and make the experience miser-
able. Or maybe it’s an uncooperative
coworker who makes it hard for other mem-
bers of the department to get anything
done. Bad attitudes can lead to bad choic-
es—this was Jonah’s problem. Let’s look at
his life and learn from it. 

Jonah appears to have lived during the
reign of Jeroboam II (793-753 B.C.) accord-
ing to 2 Kings 14:25.  This was a prosperous
time as well as a time of great rebellion
against God.  The Israelites, especially the
Northern Kingdom, worshiped Baal. The
events of the Book of Jonah must have
taken place before 612 B.C., when Nineveh
was destroyed by the Babylonians and was
no longer a “great city” (Jonah 1:2; 3:2-3).
Even though the events of the book took
place some 3,000 years ago, we can still
learn from Jonah’s disobedience and see
God’s forgiving character.

God punishes disobedience, but He
never gave up on Jonah. When God
tells Jonah to go to Nineveh, he heads in
the opposite direction to Tarshish. Did
Jonah really think that he could run from
Yahweh, the God of Heaven who made the
sea and dry land? (Jonah 1:9) I wonder if
Jonah thought that God would give up and
send someone else.  But God does not let
Jonah get away with disobedience.  Why?
Just like a good parent, He disciplines dis-
obedience. A child who is not disci-
plined by a parent will act out more
and more.  God loves us too much to
let us get away with disobedience. In

fact, God uses Jonah’s disobedience to teach
the pagan sailors about Him.   The pagan
sailors ask Jonah, “What have you done?”
(Jonah 1:10).  Even they knew not to know-
ingly disobey the gods.

Discipline is painful. Jonah knew better
than to disobey God, but he did it anyway.
Jonah is the only one in this story that is
not afraid of the pagan gods.  Jonah says, “I
am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God
of heaven, who made the sea and dry land.”
(Jonah 1: 9). He should have known better
than to disobey, for he served the only true
God who could actually punish him for his
disobedience.  If Jonah really did fear God,
how could he disobey Him so blatantly?
What is comforting is that God was at work
even in Jonah’s disobedience, for the sailors
learned to reverence Jonah’s God.  “At this
the men greatly feared the Lord, and they
offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to
him.” (Jonah 1:16) Maybe some of them
turned to the Lord since they had never
seen such a display of a God’s power as they
saw that day.  There are times when I will-
fully disobey God and I wonder if it makes
me just as bad a witness for God as Jonah.
When we are disobedient, who is harmed?
We’d like to think it is only ourselves. But
others near to our lives are affected as well.
Jonah suffered greatly for his disobedience,
and the sailors lost most of their worldly
possessions and almost their own lives.

God is gracious. Why does God warn the
Ninevites?  The Lord’s grace extends to
everyone, to all people.  This story is not
just about a wayward prophet—it is also
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about how gracious God is, especially toward the Ninevites.
How could God love the Ninevites, who had wreaked so much
havoc on His people? It reminds me of the disciples who asked
Jesus, “…Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he
sins against me? Up to seven times?   Jesus answers I tell you not
seven times, but seventy times seven.” (Matthew 18:21-22) The
Ninevites did not deserve the Lord’s protection, but neither did
Jonah.  In fact, looking carefully we see that Jonah is even
more at fault than the Ninevites.  They did not really know the
Lord from any other god; how would they know that He was
the true God?  Jonah, on the other hand, should have known
the Lord’s great power.  

Repentance is crucial:  Did Jonah really repent?
Jonah’s prayer of repentance in Chapter 2 is in the form of a
Psalm of Thanksgiving.  But did Jonah really repent?  I don’t
know for sure, but I want to believe that he did.  I find I some-
times do the very thing that Jonah did. I am disobedient, I sin-
cerely ask God’s forgiveness, and then before long I am doing
it again. We need to remember that God knows our
hearts. If we come to Him asking for forgiveness but are not
willing to turn from that sin and live differently, how can God
take our repentance seriously? God does not play games—we
can’t expect Him to be impressed with our confessions if we
really don’t mean them.  Another thing that I really like
about the Book of Jonah is that God can bring good
even out of my mistakes and sins. What a great God we
serve!

God’s love includes everyone. God demonstrates his love
for all the pagans in Nineveh by warning them in order to save
them from the destruction. Jonah, however, is nothing like His

God. Jonah appreciated God’s grace when it got him
out of the whale, but he does not want God to extend
His grace to others. To Israelites, yes, but not to pagans.
According to Jonah the Israelites were God’s chosen people and
He must show them grace; but those pagans did not deserve
God’s love. Jonah missed the fact that because of his willful dis-
obedience he did not deserve God’s grace either.  Did either of
them deserve God’s love?  Jonah, who should know better than
to act the way he did or the Assyrians, who had never really
heard about the Lord?

The Book of Jonah has an interesting parallel structure (below):

JONAH 1-2 JONAH 3-4

1. JONAH’S REBELLION 1. NINEVEH’S REBELLION
2. JONAH’S REPENTENCE 2. NINEVEH’S  REPENTENCE
3. JONAH IS SPARED 3. NINEVEH  IS SPARED

KEY SUBJECT:  JONAH KEY SUBJECT:  NINEVEH

I believe the Book of Jonah is a historical parable and inten-
tionally leaves us with the question - Did Jonah ever change?
It is a question left unanswered so that the reader will ask the
same question of him or herself. Will we ever change? Will
we ever become like our God who loves so indiscrimi-
nately?

Paul Wegner, Ph.D. is the Professor of  Old Testament at Phoenix Seminary. Previously, he has taught at
Moody Bible Institute for twelve years. He brings a wealth of broad teaching experiences and has recent-
ly published his third book. He is also listed in the Who’s Who Among Religious Studies (1990).
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We Are Sisters by Dee Brestin 
(A sequel to the Bestseller, The Friendships of Women )

by Norma Joy Hart of Central Christian Supply

Dee Brestin is a national retreat speaker
and best-selling author on women’s rela-
tionships.  She has a series of Bible study
guides for women including A Woman of
Value and The Joy of Women’s Friendships.
Dee Brestin lives in Kearney, Nebraska and
is a wife and mother of five children.

According to Carol Kent this book had her
“laughing one minute and crying the
next.  Dee has tapped into the hidden
heartbeat of all women.”  This book was
written for biological sisters as well as for

sisters in Christ.  One of the pertinent
questions dealt with is “Do sisters in Christ
help or hurt one another’s marriages?”
Dee maintains that the evidence is over-
whelming in the positive direction.
According to a couple of professors at Tufts
University and the University of New York
at Buffalo, married women who had one
or more close friendships were significant-
ly less depressed, more satisfied with their
lives and had higher self-esteem than
those who did not have such a friendship.
Dee underlines that women like these are
more likely to have happy marriages.

She also brings out the fact that the pri-
mary drive for women is CONNECTION,
whereas the primary drive for men is STA-
TUS; assuring us that spiritual maturity
tempers these drives in both sexes.  She
gives us one of many precious nuggets of

truth.  “The healthiest change occurs if a
woman matures spiritually and learns how to
depend on God.  She still treasures and nur-
tures her human relationships, but her depen-
dence shifts toward the One who will never
move away, betray her, or die.  It is facilitated
when our primary CONNECTIONS have the
wisdom to help us find strength in God rather
than in themselves.” pg. 26.

She closes with this prayer, which we as
CBWA sisters can lift regularly to God for
each other…

“Father, may we, as Your children, live togeth-
er like one big happy family, full of sympathy
toward each other, and loving one another
with tender hearts and humble minds.  And
may You give us Your blessings as we pray for
each other and help each other in any way we
can!”   (Based on 1 Peter 3:8 The Living Bible) 
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CHRISTIAN BUSINESS NETWORK-
ING is a Christian association that pro-
motes networking opportunities for busi-
ness owners and professionals.  The
weekly group meetings highlight the
products and services provided by each
member and provide the opportunity for
members to refer clients to one another.
Meetings are held weekly at various
chapter locations valley-wide.

The main advantage of membership in
Christian Business Networking is the
opportunity to build your business by
gaining referrals from other members.
Most individuals who start a business
exhaust their personal network within
one year.  Christian Business Networking
provides a way to actively increase your
network to the 20+ people in the chapter
and to all of the people that they know.
One member commented:  “Being a
member of Christian Business
Networking is like having 10-15 sales-
people working for you.”

An additional and very important bene-
fit of membership:  by joining Christian
Business Networking you are aligning
yourself with other believers to lift each
other up in faith and friendship, as you
grow each other’s businesses.  Just as our
tag line says—“Building God’s kingdom
one business at a time.”

If you’d like to find out how to join
Christian Business Networking just email
Maia at mwright@christianbusinessnet-
working.com.

CBWA NOON-TIME BIBLE STUDY 
Come join CBWA Members in a short
term (seven week) study of The Purpose
Driven Life. We’re meeting over lunch
once a week in a central location. You’ll
receive a teaching/learning environment
that promotes opportunities to share and
interact with other women. This is an
opportunity to study what is important
to God, and to apply these truths to our
daily lives.

DATES AND TIME:  Tuesdays, 11:45-1pm, January 13-February 24
LOCATION: Deb McBride’s office @ 3402 E. Camelback  
(Park on access road in front of house)
BRING: Your own lunch, a drink and your own copy of The Purpose
Driven Life
Any questions, please contact Laurie
Ficarra at lficarra@cox.net

CBWA SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Here’s a great way to promote your busi-
ness and provide financial assistance to
CBWA — a CBWA luncheon sponsorship!
This sponsorship includes your compa-
ny’s name on table signs stating that your
company is the lunch sponsor for the
day. The MC will give a promotional
word on your generous sponsorship with
information that you provide. A repre-
sentative from your company can request
a display table for additional product and
company information including the abil-
ity to sell your products!  Consider all this
for just a $100 tax deductible contribu-
tion and a raffle prize for that day.

CBWA WELCOMES 
NEW BOARD MEMBERS  

We have three new Board Members!!
We are so excited to have Maia Wright,
Diann Mullen and Joy Cervantes join
our board. Here’s some information for
you to get to know our new board mem-
bers:

Maia Wright is continuing her service
to CBWA as a new board member for a
three-year term.  She has two companies
specializing in marketing for Christian
businesses and professionals. Four years
ago, she started the Christian Resource
Guide, which is like a Christian yellow
pages.  Just this year she launched
Christian Business Networking where
Christians gather to promote their busi-
nesses. Maia lives in Scottsdale; she is
“single but prayerful” and volunteers
with the children’s ministry at her
church, Highlands Community Church.

Please welcome Diann Mullen as a new

Board member. She has been attending
CBWA gatherings for over two years.
Diann is a licensed Realtor (23 years) and
works with John Hall & Associates’
Luxury Homes Division.  Diann has been
married to Ted for 30 years.  Ted has just
left behind 30+ years in the restaurant
business to pursue his Masters Degree in
Christian Counseling.  They have three
sons:  Kent, Travis, and Brendan and one
daughter, Alanna.  Ted and Diann are
active members of Scottsdale Bible
Church, both involved in the Lay
Counseling program there.  In their
“spare” time, they love to run away to
their Payson cabin up under the
Mogollon Rim.

Joy Cervantes, our current CBWA
Newsletter Editor, is enlarging her role
with CBWA as a new board member. She
is a Certified Public Accountant - with a
Masters in Taxation and additional spe-
cialization in Estate and Financial
Planning.  She is a Partner at Mansperger
Patterson & McMullin, PLC in Tempe.

Joy is married to Rodney and has three
young children; Megan age 9, Cassandra
age 6 and Kirk age 4 that keep them
going. They live in Scottsdale and attend
Scottsdale Bible Church and Committed
Christians, a small group study.

CBWA WINTER RETREAT 

Sign up today - a flyer is inserted in this
month’s newsletter for registration for
the upcoming CBWA Winter Retreat
January 30, January 31st, and February
1st, 2004 at SpringHill Suites by Marriott,
Prescott, Arizona.  Come join us for a
wonderful program at this beautiful facil-
ity within walking distance of down-
town Prescott.  Special Guest Speaker
– Bethany Bice Helm — is coming to
share her wisdom and encouragement.
There will be plenty of opportunity for
fun, fellowship and relaxation. To find
out more, contact the CBWA Events’ line
#3, 480-948-2292. Space is limited -
please sign up as soon as possible!



CBWA luncheons are held at North Phoenix Baptist Church 
Located at 5757 N. Central Ave (Bethany Home and Central Avenue)
Lunch Price is $13 -  or $18 no RSVP – or $5 Program only 

■ Monday, January 12, 2004 12:00-1:15 p.m.
RSVP by Wed., January 7, 480-948-2292, line #1 OR
cbwa@globalcrossing.net or online at www.cbwa-az.org

2004 Economic Forecast – Dr. Barry Asmus
If you haven’t heard from an enthusias-
tic economist - please come hear from
Dr. Barry Asmus! Here’s a prologue from
his most recent book The Best is Yet to
Come: “It is mainly an economic jour-
ney—because I am an economist.  It is
partly an American journey—because I
am an American.  It is mostly a hopeful
journey—because I am an optimist.  It is
also a spiritual journey—because I am a
Christian.”  Dr. Asmus’ presentation will
contain elements of an economic fore-
cast for the year 2004 with spiritual
truths tied in.

Dr. Barry Asmus is the Senior Economist
with the National Center for Policy
Analysis.  He has been on the Board of
Elders at Scottsdale Bible Church for
multiple terms. He is a nationally promi-
nent speaker.

■ Monday, January 26, 2004 12:00-1:15 p.m.
RSVP by Wed., January 21, 480-948-2292, line #1 OR
cbwa@globalcrossing.net or online at www.cbwa-az.org

Finding Your Mission in Life - Janine Finney &
Kathy Marcil
God created each of us to bring forth a
unique message to others.   Come and
learn how to identify your “gifts” in
order to honor God and achieve greater
significance in every aspect of your life.
We will begin to identify our special tal-
ents in order to use them as a yardstick
for measuring, initiating, evaluating,
and refining all of life’s activities.

Janine Finney and Kathy Marcil are
licensed Path Facilitators, and co-facili-
tate workshops based on the book, The
Path, Creating Your Mission Statement
For Work and For Life by author Laurie
Beth Jones.  Ms. Jones is also the author
of other national best selling books,
including, Jesus, CEO.

PHOENIX LUNCHEON MEETINGS
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Kathy Marcil has a master’s degree in
counseling and guidance, with over
twenty years of professional experience
specializing in addiction therapy.  Kathy
founded and ran The Path Retreat in
Minnesota before moving to Arizona.
Janine Finney has spent the past twenty
years in the valley with a career in corpo-
rate sales.  Janine’s quest to discover how
to achieve true authenticity in the work-
place lead her to “The Path”, and to a
passion that both she and Kathy share
which is to bring this message to others.  

■ Monday, February 9, 2004 12:00-1:15 p.m.
RSVP by Wed., February 4, 480-948-2292, line #1 OR
cbwa@globalcrossing.net or online at www.cbwa-az.org

Standing for Righteousness in Public Policy
- Cathi Herrod
Decisions made in state and national
capitols impact our lives each and every
day.  Cathi Herrod will provide an update
on contemporary cultural issues such as
abortion, pornography, homosexuality,
marriage, education.  Learn how you can
pray and take actions on issues that
impact your family and your church.

Come hear Cathi Herrod who is the

Director of Policy and Legislative Counsel
for The Center for Arizona Policy, a non-
profit public policy organization associated
with Focus on the Family.  Cathi has
degrees from the University of Texas
including a B.A. and J.D.

■ Monday, February 23, 2004 12:00-1:15 p.m.
RSVP by Wed., February 18, 480-948-2292, line #1 OR
cbwa@globalcrossing.net or online at www.cbwa-az.org

Heart to Heart With God - Dr. Sandy Wilson
From the familiar parable of the lost son
in Luke 15, Sandy Wilson will challenge
us to draw close to our Almighty Abba
and hear His Heart of love. Whether we
have been “younger” daughters out in
the world or “older” daughters who have
remained home without really knowing
our Father’s Heart, we will discover trans-
forming truths about ourselves and about
our passionate, pursuing God. Who
would want to miss that?

Dr. Sandy Wilson is a retired family ther-
apist, an adjunct professor at Phoenix
Seminary, a frequent conference and
retreat speaker and the author of six
books. She and her husband of 45 years
live in Scottsdale.
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